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Foreign employees in Shanghai - quick guide to China
permanent residence ID (Five-Star card)
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Dear Madam, dear Sir,
BRI, BEHNEE,
We trust this newsletter finds you well.
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Foreign nationals legally employed in Shanghai may now apply for the foreigner’'s permanent residence
identity card, also known as the Five-Star card or China Green Card, an official ID that allows passport-
free verification for daily life and work across mainland China.
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We have summarised below the key points for your reference.
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Key advantages of the Five-Star
card

e Enjoy unlimited visa-free entry into and exit
from China

e Use the card as a valid ID for transport,
hotels, phone services and banking

e Accepted at airports, stations and on major
apps (WeChat, Alipay, etc.)

e Enjoy the same convenience in public
services as a Chinese ID card

Who can apply

Foreign employees working in Shanghai may
apply for the Five-Star card only if they meet all
of the following requirements:

e Basic requirements

- Valid passport and legal Chinese visa
(typically Z visa)

- Legally employed in Shanghai

- Hold a formal, signed employment

contract with a Shanghai-based
employer

e Core qualifications

- Have worked continuously in Shanghai
for four years, with at least six months
of residence in China each year

- The annual salary must have been six
times or more than the average annual
wage of urban employees in Shanghai
in the previous years for four
consecutive years

- The annual individual income tax paid
equivalent to no less than 20% of the
annual salary in each of those four
years
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Other requirements

- Abide by Chinese laws and regulations
- Bein good health

- Have no criminal record

Application documents

Valid passport & work permit
Work-related residence permit issued in
Shanghai for four consecutive years
Income certificate for the past four years
issued by the employer

Individual income tax payment certificates
for four consecutive years

Letter of recommendation from the
employer

Health check report & non-criminal record
certificate

Other documents as may be required

Point of attention

All application documents must be originals
or officially certified copies
Foreign-language documents must be
translated into Chinese

The non-criminal record certificate issued
by the home country must be notarised and
legalised

It is advisable to assess the relevant tax
implications upon obtaining the Five-Star
card

Holders of the Five-Star card shall comply
with the mandatory residence requirement
in China

Failure to meet the residency criteria may
result in revocation of permanent residence
status by the National Immigration
Administration

HithZ=R

- BTREEEER
- BiMER

- FARSRCH

ERiES

B RNRINE AR

£ EiSES N EE M TR E T
AR BRI TSI NI
LU ARG TrseiilE BA
RABMHERHEES

IR S N FICTEICRIERA
HANISEHRER R KATE AN e 34

SRR

AT BRSNS R B R B T IAERYE)
ZiN

SISO TEE PR SOE AR
AEHERFICTEICRIER, MEAIER
WMENIEFEL

BERhEFRRE, ENRAITHEERHRSFNE
hEFRFEARETEFERRNEBEE
AHRER

ERNAFEBEIKIE, ERBREERBY
REREE R A B E B



Should you have any questions on this matter,
feel free to reach out to your usual point of
contact at Forvis Mazars.

References

e National Immigration Administration: Service
Guide for Examination and Approval of
Permanent Residence Qualification for
Foreigners

e  Shanghai Public Security Bureau: Permanent
Residence for Working Staff

You are welcome to scan the QR code to
directly access the document link and read the
full version on the official website.
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Disclaimer

This publication contains general information and is
not intended to be comprehensive nor to provide
financial, investment, legal, tax or other
professional advice or services. This publication is
not a substitute for such professional advice or
services, and it should not be acted on or relied
upon or used as a basis for any investment or other
decision or action that may affect you or your
business. Before taking any such decision, you
should consult a suitably qualified professional
adviser. While reasonable effort has been made to
ensure the accuracy of the information contained in
this publication, this cannot be guaranteed and
neither Forvis Mazars nor any of their subsidiaries
or any affiliates thereof or other related entity shall
have any liability to any person or entity which
relies on the information contained in this
publication, including incidental or consequential
damages arising from errors or omissions. Any
such reliance is solely at the user’s risk.

In the context of this publication, China, Mainland
China or the PRC refers to the People’s Republic
of China but excludes Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region, Macao Special
Administrative Region and Taiwan Region.

About Forvis Mazars

Forvis Mazars is a global leader in audit &
assurance, tax, advisory and consulting services.

Operating in over 100 countries and territories, we
blend scale, capacity, and coverage with agility,
profound insight and a tailored approach that
reflect our clients’ unique challenges, complex
regulatory landscapes and cultural diversity.

Our 40,000+ strong team is committed to providing
an unmatched client experience, one that feels
right, personal and natural to each and every one
of our clients. Together we nurture a deep
understanding of our clients’ industries, bringing
clarity and helping our clients confidently prepare
for what’s next. Our professionals have the
experience and skills to serve organisations of all
sizes, both locally and globally, now and into the
future.

Global to see the big picture, local to understand it,
we are built for our clients, people, industry, and
society.

© Forvis Mazars 2026. All rights reserved.
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Contact

Shanghai

8t Floor, One Lujiazui, 68 Middle Yin Cheng
Road, Pudong District, 200120 Shanghai
Tel.: +86 21 6168 1088

Thomas Chen

Partner, Head of Outsourcing
+ 86 21 6168 1088 Ext. 201
thomas.chen@forvismazars.cn

Beijing

16t Floor, Tower A, AlA Financial Center, 26A
East 3rd Ring Rd N, Chaoyang District,
100020, Beijing

Tel.: +86 10 8429 8078

Julia Zhen

Partner

+86 10 8429 8078 Ext. 238
julia.zhen@forvismazars.cn

Guangzhou

1308, Grand Tower, No. 228 Tianhe Road,
Tianhe District, 510620 Guangzhou

Tel.: +86 20 3833 0235

Chloe Zhang

Partner

+86 20 3833 0235 Ext. 210
chloe.zhang@forvismazars.cn

Website:
https://www.forvismazars.com/cn

WeChat:
ID: Forvis Mazars
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