
Tax Alert 40-2026

 

Extension of the Refund Deadline for War-Related Exemptions and Payment of Taxes in USD via POS (MOF Decisions No. 837/1 and 745/1)
 

Dear Esteemed clients,

The Ministry of Finance recently issued two decisions: one extends the deadline to request refunds of fees and VAT paid on exempt donations and aid linked to the Israeli
aggressions on Lebanon, and the other allows taxes, fees and penalties to be paid in US dollars through POS devices, as detailed below.

Decision No. 837/1 (Refund deadline extension)
In reference to our Tax Alert 33-2026, the MOF issued Decision 837/1 extending till 31 December 2026 the deadline set in paragraphs 1 and 2 of Article 7 of Decision
No. 1/643 dated 14 July 2026 which grants tax and fee exemptions to those affected by the Israeli aggressions on Lebanon.

 ********

Decision No. 745/1 (Payment of Taxes in USD via POS)
The Ministry of Finance issued on 27 August 2026 Decision No. 745/1, which determines the mechanism for applying item (g) of Article 22 of Law No. 40 (2026
General Budget Law) pertaining to taxes and fees assessed and collected by the Directorate General of Finance.

Taxpayers owing taxes, fees or penalties under basic or additional assessments issued by the Tax Administration in Lebanese pounds may pay these amounts through
POS devices, either in Lebanese pounds or in US dollars. For payments in US dollars, the amount is converted at the Banque du Liban exchange rate of the day preceding
the payment date.

Payment receipts will show the amount in Lebanese pounds and its US dollar equivalent. Accounting entries will continue to be recorded in Lebanese pounds.
This decision was published in the official Gazette issue 41 on 17/09/2026.

We urge you to read the full articles for a comprehensive understanding.

Thank you
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