FS Alert 05-2026 \ By

BDL Decision 13810: Fees’ rqgu)’qtion on electronic ca

forws
mazars

Dear Esteemed clients,

The Central Bank of Lebanon issued Decision No. 13810 (Basic Circular 173) on 28 April 2026, introducing
measures to regulate fees on electronic card payments.

The decision caps the Merchant Discount Rate (MDR) that banks and financial institutions may charge
merchants at a maximum of 1.25% per transaction for payments made using locally issued bank cards, with the
interchange fee limited to 0.9% within that cap. These limits apply to key vital sectors, including fuel stations,
supermarkets and mini-markets, hospitals, pharmacies, and large bakeries.

The decision strictly prohibits banks from imposing any additional or hidden fees on merchants beyond the
specified ceiling and forbids merchants from charging consumers any extra fees or surcharges when payment
is made by card or other electronic means.

The measures will take effect on 15 June 2026, compliance will be monitored by the Banking Control
Commission, and the decision will be published in the Official Gazette.
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