
 
Dear Esteemed clients, 
 

The Ministry of Finance published Decision No. 495/1 on 15 May 2026, pertaining to the implementation of Article 5 of 
Law No. 22/2025, which introduces tax and fees’ exemptions and outlines compliance procedures for donations and 
assistance provided to persons affected by the Israeli attacks on Lebanon. The Decision sets out the framework governing 
the acceptance, documentation, and monitoring of in-kind and cash donations originating from both local and foreign entities 
and granted to public entities, municipalities, non-governmental organizations, private sector entities, and affected 
individuals and specifies also that certain donations must be formally evidenced within the period from 17 July 2025 to 17 
July 2026 in order to benefit from the authorization process required to access the exemptions. 

 

Under this Decision, qualifying donations and assistance benefit from broad exemptions, including exemption from customs 
duties, stamp duties, and other fees, as well as VAT exemptions on imports and on transactions carried out in execution of 
such donations. In addition, supplies of goods and services subject to VAT that are made in the context of these donations 
may benefit from VAT exemption with the right of VAT deduction. The exemptions apply retroactively from 1 September 
2024 until 17 July 2027 for donations to public sector entities and until 17 July 2028 for donations to private entities and 
affected individuals. 
 

The Decision also imposes detailed compliance and reporting obligations on donors, beneficiaries, and taxable persons, 
including the requirement to obtain supporting documentation issued by the Lebanese Army and the High Relief 
Commission, to maintain detailed records of exempted transactions, and to submit periodic reports to the tax authorities. 
VAT-registered suppliers must issue invoices that explicitly reference the applicable exemptions and include specific 
information on the beneficiary and the funding entity. Furthermore, strict monitoring and control mechanisms are introduced 
to ensure proper use of the aid, with any misuse resulting in the loss of exemptions and the application of due taxes and 
legal penalties. The Decision enters into force upon its publication in the Official Gazette. We urge you to read the full 
articles of this decision for a comprehensive understanding. 

 

The Ministry of Finance published Decision No. 522 on May 22, 2026, pertaining to the extension of deadlines related to 
annual income tax obligations. 
The decision extends the deadline for submitting the annual income tax return for the fiscal year 2025 - originally due on 
May 31, 2026 - until June 8, 2026 (inclusive). 
This extension applies to: 

- All taxpayers, including companies holding petroleum rights and operating petroleum companies. 
- The payment of the taxes due on these returns. 
- The submission of the Economic Beneficial Owner declaration (Form M18). 
- The annual declaration of amounts subject to withholding tax under Articles 41 and 42 of the Income Tax Law, 

as well as the Third portal taxes. 
 

The decision will be published in the Official Gazette and on the Ministry of Finance’s website. 
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