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FS Alert 16-2026

BDL Raises Monthly Withdrawal Limits under Circulars 158 and 166 and Expands the Use of “Fresh Funds” Clearing Accounts
Dear Esteemed clients,

Banque du Liban has issued three intermediate decisions amending the deposit repayment mechanisms under Basic Circulars No. 158 and No. 166, as well as the rules
governing the electronic clearing of “fresh funds”.

Under Intermediate Decision No. 13901 dated 3 November 2026, attached to Intermediate Circular No. 780 and relating to the exceptional measures for the gradual
repayment of foreign currency deposits (Basic Circular No. 158), the overall ceiling under the circular is raised to USD 55,600 instead of USD 54,200. The monthly
amount payable is set at USD 1,200, free of any direct or indirect commission or fee, with total annual withdrawals across all banks capped at USD 14,400. This amount is
paid as USD 800 to the account holder in cash (banknotes), by transfer abroad, through bank cards usable in Lebanon and abroad, and/or by deposit into a fresh account,
and USD 400 through bank cards used exclusively at points of sale (POS), the latter being adjustable by BDL in line with its monetary policy. For the current cycle ending
30 June 2027, the annual withdrawal ceiling across all banks is set at USD 13,400.

Under Intermediate Decision No. 13902 dated 3 November 2026, attached to Intermediate Circular No. 781 and relating to the exceptional measures for the repayment of
foreign currency deposits formed before 30 June 2023 (Basic Circular No. 166), the overall ceiling under the circular is raised to USD 15,900 instead of USD 15,200. The
monthly amount payable is set at USD 600, free of any direct or indirect commission or fee, with total annual withdrawals across all banks capped at USD 7,200. This
amount is paid as USD 400 to the account holder in cash (banknotes), by transfer abroad, through bank cards usable in Lebanon and abroad, and/or by deposit into a fresh
account, and USD 200 through bank cards used exclusively at points of sale (POS), the latter being adjustable by BDL in line with its monetary policy. For the current
cycle ending 30 June 2027, the annual withdrawal ceiling across all banks is set at USD 6,700.

Both decisions take effect as of 1 December 2026, with the amended conditions applying for a period ending 30 June 2027, subject to amendment or renewal, while the
underlying circulars remain in force until all funds eligible for transfer to the “sub-special account” have been released.

Under Intermediate Decision No. 13899 dated 2 November 2026, attached to Intermediate Circular No. 779 addressed to banks and financial institutions and relating to
electronic clearing operations for “fresh funds” (Basic Circular No. 165), the dedicated new accounts shall be used exclusively for settling electronic bank transfers in
fresh funds and the clearing of cheques, Direct Debit files and Credit Transfer files traded in fresh funds through BDL-CLEAR, as well as for executing transfers abroad in
accordance with the rules and procedures set by BDL and the commission charged by international money transfer companies. This decision takes effect immediately upon
issuance.

We urge you to read the full articles for a comprehensive understanding.

Thank you
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