
Specialised Services (REPSE): New SAT reviews 
and risks for contracting parties 



For tax audit purposes, the Tax Authority (SAT) has once again launched a review campaign, this time related to 
the payment of invoices issued by REPSE-registered specialised service providers. Through email “invitations”, 
taxpayers are being requested to provide a “Response to the official letter, invitation or communication 
within the framework of an in-depth review”. 

As background, and as a result of the labour reform, since 2021 the deductibility of payments or consideration 
made for the subcontracting of specialised services has been subject to compliance with certain 
requirements, as established in the penultimate paragraph of Article 15-D of the Federal Fiscal Code: 

“For the purposes of the first paragraph of this Article, tax effects of deduction or credit may be granted to 
payments or consideration for the subcontracting of specialised services or the execution of specialised works, 
which do not form part of the corporate purpose or the prevailing economic activity of the beneficiary thereof, 
provided that the contractor has the registration referred to in Article 15 of the Federal Labour Law and that 
the other requirements established for such purpose in the Income Tax Law and the Value Added Tax Law, 
respectively, are complied with.” 

These requirements include that Specialised Service Providers: 

•	 Hold registration with the Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare (Secretaría del Trabajo y Previsión Social – 
REPSE). 

•	 Renew such registration every three years and maintain it in force. 

•	 Submit to the Mexican Social Security Institute (Instituto Mexicano del Seguro Social – IMSS), on a 
four‑monthly basis, information regarding the contracts entered into during the relevant four‑month 
period. 

•	 Also submit information regarding the aforementioned contracts to INFONAVIT. 

In this regard, the Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare may deny or cancel, at any time, the registration of 
those who fail to comply with the applicable requirements and/or fail to pay contributions. 

Likewise, both the Social Security Law and the INFONAVIT Law establish that such institutions shall inform the 
Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare of any non-compliance with the requirements for the purposes set out in 
the Federal Labour Law itself. 

For their part, under the Income Tax Law (ISR) and Value Added Tax Law (VAT), the recipient of specialised 
services must verify: 

1.	 That the subcontracted specialised services do not form part of its corporate purpose or its prevailing 
economic activity. 

2.	 That the contractor holds a valid REPSE registration. 

3.	 A copy of the tax receipts (CFDIs) issued in respect of employees’ salary payments. 

4.	 Bank-issued proof of payment corresponding to the filing and payment of tax withholdings (monthly 
return). 

5.	 Payment of employer–employee social security contributions to the Mexican Social Security Institute 
(IMSS). 

6.	 Payment of contributions to INFONAVIT.
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The law expressly provides that, should the recipient of the services fail to collect the above-mentioned 
documentation within the prescribed period, it must file an amended tax return reducing the amounts 
previously credited for such concept. 

Notwithstanding the above, the Federal Fiscal Code goes even further. Section XVI of Article 26 establishes 
joint and several liability for contracting parties in respect of contributions that may have been incurred by the 
employees of their specialised service providers. 

In summary, inadequate control over specialised service providers could result in: 

•	 Non-deductibility of payments. 

•	 Disallowance of VAT credits. 

•	 Joint and several liability in respect of omitted contributions. 

•	 Fines and/or penalties. 

How can we help? 

•	 Implementation and/or review of controls. 

•	 Compliance assessment (health check). 

•	 REPSE supplier administration and compliance. 

•	 Best practices. 

•	 Defence file. 
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Forvis Mazars in Mexico

Forvis Mazars in Mexico is a bold, innovative and fast-growing organization. Our headquarters are located in 
Mexico City, and we have regional offices in Guadalajara, Mexicali, Monterrey, Puebla, Querétaro, San Luis Potosí 
and Toluca, enabling us to serve clients across all key regions of the Mexican economy.

We have more than 570 professionals led by a team of partners who take direct responsibility for delivering 
outstanding service to our clients. As part of the unique global partnership of Forvis Mazars, our partners also 
have direct access to a worldwide group of expert colleagues.

Our presence

How can we help you?

1.	 Audit and assurance

2.	 Financial advisory

3.	 Consulting

4.	 Accounting and administrative processes

5.	 Tax

6.	 Legal

7.	 Sustainability

Forvis Mazars in Mexico
About us

Forvis Mazars is a leading global professional services network comprising 
two firms operating under a single brand: Forvis Mazars, LLP in the United 
States, and Forvis Mazars Group SC, an integrated international partnership 
operating in over 100 countries and territories. Both members share a 
commitment to delivering an exceptional client experience, providing audit 
and assurance, tax, advisory and consulting services worldwide.
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José Jiménez
Tax lead Partner for Mexico and Latin America 
jose.jimenez@forvismazars.com 

Juan Carlos Juárez
Labour Director 
juan.juarez@forvismazars.com

Contacts

This document is intended for informational purposes only and should not be 
considered or used as tax, audit, financial, investment, legal, or sustainability 
advice, or any other form of professional advice. This document does not replace, 
nor is it intended to replace, specialized professional advice and should not be 
relied upon as a basis for making decisions or taking any action that may affect 
your business. Forvis Mazars assumes no responsibility for any loss or damage 
arising from the use of this document. We recommend consulting with our team 
of qualified professionals and not relying on this content as statements of fact or 
guarantees, whether explicit, implied or otherwise. Any reproduction, in whole or 
in part, for purposes other than those described above is prohibited. 

Forvis Mazars Group SC is an independent member of Forvis Mazars Global, a leading 
global professional services network. Operating as an internationally integrated 
partnership in over 100 countries and territories, Forvis Mazars Group specializes in 
audit, tax and advisory services. The partnership draws on the expertise and cultural 
understanding of more than 40,000 professionals worldwide to support clients of all sizes 
at every stage of their development. Forvis Mazars in Mexico is part of Forvis Mazars Group SC.
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